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2017-18 Officer Team 

Lora Lathrop 
LTLA President 

West Feliciana High School, 11th 
Grade 

Interests/Hobbies: YoungLife, Church Youth Group, 
Beta,  Club Read,  Keeping up other people’s (and her 

own) Snapchat Streaks 

Favorite Book: Percy Jackson Series by Rick Riordan 

Allyson Adams 
LTLA Vice President 

Mansfield High School, 11th Grade 

Interests/Hobbies:  Riding Horses, Softball, Track and 
Field, JROTC, Reading  

Favorite Book: Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard 

 

Grant Rome 
LTLA Secretary 

West Feliciana Middle School, 8th Grade 

Interests/Hobbies: Reading, Video Games 

Favorite Book: Percy Jackson Series by Rick 
Riordan 

Joy Sutton 
LTLA Treasurer 

Zachary High School, 11th Grade 

Interests/ Hobbies:  Reading, Watch-
ing Netflix 

Favorite Book:  The Selection by  Kiera Cass 

November 2017 
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Shelby Dronet 
LTLA Reporter 

Hathaway High School, 12th Grade 

Interests/Hobbies: Guitar, Tennis, Spending time with 
family, Concerts 

Favorite Book:  To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

Natalie Clemmons 
LTLA Historian 

Lacassine High School, 10th Grade 

Interests/Hobbies: Running, Reading, Cheerleading, 
Golfing, Hanging out with friends, Watching movies 

Favorite Book: Macarons at Midnight by Suzanne Nel-
son 

Gabrielle Mire 

Parliamentarian  
Edgar Martin Middle School, 8th Grade 

Interests/ Hobbies: Reading, Playing Volleyball, 
Listening to Music 

Favorite Book: City of Glass by Cassandra Clare  

November 2017 

Student Relations Committee 

Renee Martin, Central Private School 

Janet Lathrop, West Feliciana Middle 
School 

Christina Knight, Zachary High 
School 

Paula Clemmons, Episcopal Day School 



www.ltlaonline.org 

LTLA Saves the Day! 

Costume and Talent Show 
Pre-Registration forms 

will be coming at a later 
time 
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Every club needs to 
bring a $5-10 door 
prize for students! 

February 25-26, 2018 

Baymont Hotel and 
Suites Convention Center 

Alexandria 
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BOOK DISCUSSION, JR. 

  

WEST FELICIANA MIDDLE 

Josie D’Aquilla & Caylen Delaney 

  

BOOK DISCUSSION, SR. 

  

DEQUINCY HS 

  

Samuell McGahan 

  

BOOK SALE/ AUTOGRAPH 

  

EPISCOPAL DAY SCHOOL 

Annie Hachtel , Addison Kay, & Ella 
Mulhearn 

  

BOOKMARK, JR. 

  

WELSH HS 

  

Susan Pickles 

  

BOOKMARK, SR. 

  

EDGAR MARTIN MIDDLE 

  

Victoria Langley 

  

BULLETIN BOARD, JR. 

  

WELSH HS 

  

Cassidy Conner 

  

BULLETIN BOARD, SR. 

  

GOOD HOPE MIDDLE  

  

Grayson Fuller 

  

COSTUMES 

  

EDGAR MARTIN MIDDLE 

  

Claire Posey 

  

DANCE & DANCE CONTEST 

  

CENTRAL PRIVATE 

  

Addison Juneau & Sidney Laney 

  

DECORATIONS 

  

HATHAWAY HS 

  

Skyler Henry 

  

DOOR PRIZES 

  

ZACHARY HS 

  

Akira Grant 

  

DRAWING 

  

EPISCOPAL DAY SCHOOL 

Anna Kate Hankins & Haleigh Jackson  

  

GIVEAWAYS 

  

WEST FELICIANA HS 

  

Anna Kate Holmes 

  

HOSPITALITY 

  

MAUREPAS HS 

  

Cassie Wesley 

  

NOMINATING 

  

WEST FELICIANA MIDDLE 

  

Anna Rea & Cardell Smith 

  

REGISTRATION 

  

CADDO MAGNET HS 

  

Marissa Welch 

  

SCAVENGER HUNT  

  

DEQUINCY HS  

  

  

SCRAPBOOK, JR. 

  

HATHAWAY HS 

  

Lauryn Simmons 

  

SCRAPBOOK, SR. 

  

CENTRAL PRIVATE 

  

Nolan McDonald & Zacc Landry 

  

SOCIAL GAMES 

  

LACASSINE HS 

  

Stephen Gotreaux 

  

T-SHIRT JR. 

  

ZACHARY HS 

  

Bre’anna Smith 

  

T-SHIRT, SR. 

  

GOOD HOPE MIDDLE  

  

Callan Thornton 

  

TALENT SHOW 

  

LACASSINE HS 

  

Lexee Leger 

  

WES SMITH ESSAY 

  

CENTRAL PRIVATE 

  

Joey Torres & Sarah Israel 



 Jennifer Brown 
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I’m Jennifer, author of young adult novels, Hate List, Bitter End, 
Perfect Escape, Thousand Words, Torn Away, and the new Shade 
Me series. I also write middle grade novels, Life on Mars and How 
Lunchbox Jones Saved Me From Robots, Traitors, and Missy the 
Cruel. Come on in, see what people are saying about my 
books, read a little about me, and check out my Frequently Asked 
Questions. Still got questions? Feel free to email me at Jennifer-
BrownYA@gmail.com.  
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Middle School Books 
All LYRC Books—Except 5 to 1 and Charlie 

and the Grandmothers 

 

High School Books 
All Jennifer Brown Books 

 

 

  Deadline: Friday,  December 1 5,  201 7 

Topic: What book character do you most admire and why? 

*Remember to include a cover page with Student’s Name,  

Division( Jr. or Sr.), Name of School, Librarian’s Name* 

Email Essay to: Mrs.  Renee Martin 
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“Why Libraries Are Important” by Claire Posey (Edgar Martin Middle) 
 
 Throughout my seven years of public school I have learned and experienced wonderful as-
pects of life. When I first entered school, I was immediately curious about the secret shelves filled 
with books. The interesting stories have become a huge part of my life, along with a wonderful and 
mysterious place, the library. I never quite understood the immediate attraction to a random build-
ing just like any other, until now. 
 Books  changed my life the first time I laid my five-year-old eyes upon a page. The words 
rushed to my pre-kindergarten mind in a blur, trying to comprehend any and every word possible. My 
favorite book as a child was a Berenstein Bears book.  I loved every single detail, and I read it as 
much as possible. Since then, I have fallen in absolute love with the majority of titles offered. Liter-
ature is a place to let our mind wander, endless possibilities, with endless characters and adventures. 
I can honestly say that books have helped me through rough times, and have helped me become a 
stronger person in general. The Maximum Ride series by James Patterson shaped a huge part of my 
life in my elementary years. The main character to this day inspires me to be the most strong-willed, 
independent, courageous young woman I can be. Pattersons’s quote from the series, “Pain is just a 
message.” has gotten me through not only physical, but emotional experiences. Without this series, I 
believe I would honestly not be the same person I now am today. For that, I will forever be grateful 
to not only James Patterson, but the equally brilliant library and librarian who led me to this wonder-
ful title. 
 One essential part of school libraries is the fact that they are completely free. This is an ex-
tremely important part because kids are allowed to not only learn to read, but learn and experience 
for free. In a school library, English teachers often offer time during the school day to check out a 
book, and librarians often offer lessons on many important topics. From a range of The Dewey Deci-
mal System to internet safety, librarians everywhere and everyday make a huge impact on future 
generations to come. My own librarian, Kristy Sturm and her clerk, Ms. Hart have offered a tremen-
dous amount of help, love, and support. They always know in what direction to lead you, and are al-
ways trying their best to make the library a great place! 
 The lessons I mentioned earlier are an extremely important part of public education. I truly 
believe that these lessons are tremendously helpful when it comes to testing, to finding and suggest-
ing books, and learning aspects of literature. Lessons like these have helped me throughout all of my 
schooling. Libraries not only make the world a better place, but they teach lessons that can last for 
lifetimes. It’s up to us to keep this traditional system alive, before all paperbacks are turned into 
another gadget of technology. Hands on reading, and having an actual librarian in a library is a tre-
mendous part of  the experience. The bonding over books are incredible. Something this important 
should never be taken away. The future of reading lies in our hands, we should take care of this tra-
dition properly. 
 From educational lessons, to economical efficiency, to bonding, and to awesome experiences, 
school libraries make the world a better place. When I’m having a rough day, I know I have a peace-
ful and reassuring place to visit. Without the library, the world would be a place with no imagination 
and no brilliance. 
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“Long Live the Library” by Ava Borsky (Maurepas High School) 

“A library is the delivery room for the birth of ideas, a place where history comes to 
life,” Norman Cousins, a political journalist, author, and professor, once said. School libraries are 
extremely important in instilling a perpetual love for education in children. The history of the 
school library can be traced back to early colonial America. In 1740, Benjamin Franklin recom-
mended school libraries as a key element in the ideal academy. As said by Laura Bush, wife of 
former president George W. Bush, “Libraries allow children to ask questions about the world and 
find the answers. And the wonderful thing is that once a child learns to use a library, the doors 
to learning are always open.” School libraries cater to children every single school-day absolute-
ly free. One cannot get rid of my school library because of three very specific reasons The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar, Harry Potter, and To Kill a Mockingbird. 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar is a popular children’s book written by Eric Carle. It tells 
the story of a very hungry caterpillar, who eats increasingly throughout the week. By the end of 
the week, the caterpillar becomes ill, spins a cocoon, and later emerges as a beautiful butterfly. 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar was one of the first books I ever checked out from my school li-
brary. As a kindergartener, I remember my first trip to the library. Our class quietly walked 
inside, and we were assigned a table to sit at. Then, we watched a short film about rules and 
proper conduct while in the library. Finally, we were allowed to find some books to check out. 
The idea that I could borrow up to three books for a week and then exchange those books for 
more the next week was mind-boggling to me! And just as the caterpillar in the story grew hun-
grier and hungrier, I grew a ravenous hunger for reading. Throughout elementary school, I would 
always anticipate “library day.” I would scour the shelves for new material to read. And I always 
looked forward to the once-a-year-coming of the book fair, when I could pick a few of my fa-
vorite books to buy and bring home forever! My love for reading and my school library carried 
on into my middle school years. 

Middle school, the time when children turn into adolescents. A dark time of change and 
uncertainty, when activities that one once treasured seem “uncool.” My love for reading shone 
through this dense fog of negativity because of my school library. The library was a place I 
could go to relieve my mind of the stress and pressures of growing up and enter into a whole 
new world. Harry Potter, a widely-known series written by J.K. Rowling about a young wizard 
destined to save the wizard world was my absolute favorite book series during that evolving 
time. Had it not been for my school library, I would have never been able to access this wonder-
ful series that took me from the every-day lives of wizards to an adventure to defeat the evil 
Lord Voldemort. Dumbledore, the headmaster of Hogwarts, the wizard school, once told Harry, 
the main protagonist, “Happiness can be found, even in the darkest of times, if one only remem-
bers to turn on the light.” For me, that light was my school library, and a lamp to read by. 

High school is supposed to be some of the greatest years of one’s life; however, high 
school is often a competitive and judgmental time. At my school, once one enters high school, 
teachers no longer take their classes to the library. Yet, I often visit the library during my free 
period or recess. I always find what I am searching for at my school library, whether I know 
what I am looking for or not. One day, I stumbled upon the novel To Kill a Mockingbird by Har-
per Lee. It tells the coming-of-age tale of Scout, a young girl growing up without a mother in 
Alabama during the Great Depression. Her father,  



9 Atticus, raises her to be an accepting young lady with good morals. He tells his daughter, 
"If you can learn a simple trick, Scout, you'll get along a lot better with all kinds of folks. You 
never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view-until you climb 
into his skin and walk around in it." I found this a great piece of advice and have always tried to 
live by it. Atticus was an inspiring character. He has motivated me in many ways. One of my favor-
ite quotes from Atticus is, "I wanted you to see what real courage is, instead of getting the idea 
that courage is a man with a gun in his hand. It's when you know you're licked before you begin but 
you begin anyway and you see it through no matter what." To Kill a Mockingbird taught me many 
life lessons, such as to be accepting and persevere in all situations. 

The library is a timeless place. Each time one enters a library, a new adventure begins. 
Whether one is an elementary, middle, or high school student, or even a teacher, school libraries 
have ample offerings. They are highly accessible, and it does not cost a single cent. How beautiful 
is that? 
 

Junior High 

2nd:  Louise Pancho,  Edgar 
Martin Middle 

3rd:  Nisha Patel,  Episcopal Day 
School 

 

High School 

2nd:  Allison Mayes,  Welsh 

3rd:  Kennedy Mallet,  Welsh 
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